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INTRODUCTION 


",.. for an ambitious subaltern who wishes to be 
known vaguely as an author and, at the same time, 
not be troubled with undue enquiry into the claim 
on which his title rests, there can be no better 
subject than the International Law of War. It is a 
gquasi-military subject in which no one, in the army 
or out of it, is very deeply interested, which 
everyone very contentedly takes on trust, and which 
may be written about without one person in ten 
thousand being able to tell whether the writing is 
adequate or not". (J.M. Spaight, War Rights on 
Land, 1911) 


The purpose of this .volume of selected readings is to 
provide materials to supplement the various presentations which 


will be made during the Basic Law of Armed Conflict Course. 


Articles have been selected from the very large body of 
literature on the law of armed conflict for a variety of 
reasons. Some, such as Readings 2 and 4, are considered the 
best in their field. Others, such as Readings 3 and 12, are 


virtually the only articles in their field. 


A proposed timetable for the course is at the end of this 
introduction. Background reading for each presentation is as 
follows (SR refers to articles in this volume, Chapter refers to 


chapters in the draft Manual): 
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Conflict Management 
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Role of the ICRC 
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Protection of Civilians 


War Crimes and Command 
Responsibility 


Law of Land Warfare (Protocols, 
CWC, Weapons) 


Law of Armed Conflict Training 
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Law of Air Warfare 
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